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1. INTRODUCTION  

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) plays an important role in shaping the character of 

students to be moderate, tolerant, and virtuous. Religious moderation is a fundamental principle in 

Islam that emphasizes the balance between belief and an inclusive attitude towards diversity (Azra, 

2020). However, in the current digital era, the unrelenting flow of information often brings 

ambivalent impacts on the development of students' religious understanding. On one hand, 

technological advancements allow for broader access to credible Islamic learning resources, but on 

the other hand, the proliferation of unverified information can also increase the risk of extreme 

religious understanding (Hassan et al., 2021). Recent studies show that digital-based learning has 

become an integral part of the education world, including in the teaching of Islam (Zein et al., 2022). 

However, the PAI curriculum implemented in many educational institutions still tends to be oriented 

towards a conventional approach that is less adaptive to technological developments (Alfahmi & 
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formation of students' moderate character, especially in the digital era that 
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accommodated technological developments and has not been optimal in 
shaping inclusive moderate character. Therefore, a curriculum 
reconstruction is needed that not only integrates technology as a medium 
of learning, but also instils religious moderation values that are adaptive 
to the dynamics of the times. The reconstruction model proposed in this 
research aims to produce a curriculum that is more responsive and 
relevant for students in the digital era. 
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Rahman, 2023). As a result, PAI learning has not yet fully succeeded in instilling values of religious 

moderation that are contextual to today's digital life. 

In addition, religious moderation has become a global concern in preventing the emergence 

of radical ideologies among the younger generation (Esposito, 2021). International organizations 

such as UNESCO and the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) 

emphasize the importance of Islam-based moderation education as a key strategy in building a 

harmonious and tolerant civilization (Ahmed, 2023). However, the biggest challenge is how to design 

the PAI curriculum that not only focuses on the transfer of religious knowledge but also shapes an 

inclusive, adaptive, and moderate mindset amidst the ever-evolving digital ecosystem. The 

reconstruction of the PAI curriculum becomes a solution that needs to be developed in order to 

integrate the values of religious moderation with the use of digital technology in the learning process. 

With this reconstruction, it is hoped that the PAI curriculum will be able to provide Islamic insights 

that are not only sourced from classical texts but also adapted to the challenges and realities of the 

current digital era. Therefore, this research aims to develop a more adaptive, contextual, and relevant 

PAI curriculum model to the needs of the digital generation, so that it can shape students' characters 

to be moderate and have critical thinking skills in addressing religious information. 

Recent research has highlighted the importance of integrating technology in Islamic 

Religious Education (PAI) to shape students' moderate character. Salsabila (2023) stated that the use 

of technology in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) can facilitate students' access to Islamic materials 

that promote moderate and tolerant attitudes. Additionally, Muvid (2021) emphasizes that the 

transformation of Islamic Education (PAI) in the digital era plays a crucial role in shaping students' 

moral and social ethics. Another study by Suryadi (2022) shows that moderate Islamic education 

encourages students to think critically and understand religion in the context of the modern world. 

Although various studies have discussed the integration of technology in Islamic Education (PAI) 

and the importance of religious moderation, there is still a lack of research that comprehensively 

examines the reconstruction of the PAI curriculum that simultaneously integrates digital technology 

and moderation values. Most studies focus on only one aspect, either technology or moderation, 

without combining both within a holistic curriculum framework. Furthermore, the adaptation of the 

PAI curriculum to the dynamics of the digital era in the context of shaping students' moderate 

character has not been deeply explored. This research offers an original contribution by proposing a 

model for reconstructing the PAI curriculum that harmoniously integrates digital technology and 

moderation values. This approach is expected to produce a curriculum that is responsive to the 

challenges of the digital era while also being effective in shaping students' moderate character. Thus, 
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this research not only bridges the existing research gap but also provides a practical framework for 

educators and policymakers in developing a relevant and adaptive PAI curriculum. 

This research aims to analyze the challenges and opportunities in reconstructing the Islamic 

Religious Education (PAI) curriculum in the digital era, particularly in shaping students' moderate 

character. One of the main focuses is to identify external and internal factors that affect the 

effectiveness of the Islamic Education (PAI) curriculum, as well as to analyze the impact of 

digitalization on learning patterns and the understanding of Islamic values among students. In 

addition, this research also aims to identify elements in the PAI curriculum that need to be 

reconstructed to be more relevant to the challenges of the digital era. 

2. METHODS 

This research uses a qualitative approach with a descriptive method aimed at analyzing and 

reconstructing the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) curriculum in building moderate character 

among students in the digital era. The qualitative approach was chosen to deeply understand the 

concepts, principles, and strategies in reconstructing the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

curriculum, while the descriptive method was used to document and analyze the phenomena related 

to the implementation of the PAI curriculum in shaping students' moderate character. The data 

collection techniques used include in-depth interviews with school principals, PAI teachers, and 

students to understand the challenges and opportunities in curriculum implementation, direct 

classroom observations to see the application of PAI teaching methods, documentation studies of the 

syllabus and policies used, as well as questionnaires to measure the effectiveness of the curriculum 

in shaping students' moderate character. The data obtained were analyzed using the interactive data 

analysis model from Miles and Huberman (2018), which includes three main stages: data 

condensation, data presentation, and conclusion drawing and verification. The validity of the data 

was examined through source triangulation, method triangulation, and member check to ensure the 

accuracy of the interview results and data interpretation. The research procedure consists of several 

stages, namely the preparation stage which includes the development of research instruments, 

coordination with schools/madrasahs, and preliminary studies on the moderation-based PAI 

curriculum; the data collection stage which involves interviews, observations, documentation 

studies, and the distribution of questionnaires; the data analysis stage which organizes and analyzes 

the data; and the report writing stage which presents the research findings along with 

recommendations for the reconstruction of the PAI curriculum. With this approach, this research is 
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expected to yield significant findings for the development of Islamic education in Indonesia, 

particularly in shaping students' moderate character through an adaptive curriculum in the digital era. 

2.1.Data Condensation 

Data condensation is a process that involves the selection, simplification, centralization, abstraction, 

and/or transformation of data obtained from field notes, interview transcripts, documents, and other 

empirical materials. The purpose of this process is to strengthen the existing data. Data condensation 

continues the data reduction process by summarizing, integrating, and complementing information 

that may have been overlooked during the reduction process. At this stage, all data is considered 

relevant as it has been directed towards the research topic and can be enriched with additional theories 

to deepen the researcher's analysis. Examples include data transformation from field notes, interview 

transcripts, documents, and other empirical sources. 

2.2 Data Presentation 

The purpose of data presentation is to identify significant patterns and provide a basis for accurate 

conclusions and actions. In this research, data presentation aims to interpret the collected data and 

organize the information in a structured manner. The main focus is to simplify complex information 

into a more easily understandable yet still informative format, such as in the form of narrative text 

(like field notes), matrices, graphs, networks, or diagrams. 

 

2.3.Conclusion/Verification 

At the third stage of analysis, the main focus is on drawing and verifying conclusions. Since the early 

stages of data collection, researchers have been striving to understand the meaning of the collected 

symbols, noting emerging patterns, providing explanations, and identifying cause-and-effect 

relationships. From this process, initial conclusions that are general and open-ended are obtained, 

which are then gradually developed into more specific conclusions. The process of drawing 

conclusions is an important part of the research review, by comparing the collected data with previous 

records. Initial conclusions begin to be formulated from the early phase of data collection. Verified 

data serves as the basis for formulating the final conclusion. The final conclusion is expected to 

provide useful and relevant answers to the research questions that have been formulated previously. 
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This research aims to explore the reconstruction of the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

curriculum in building moderate character among students in the digital era. Based on the analysis 

of data obtained from observations, interviews with teachers and students, as well as literature 

reviews, several key points were found regarding the implementation of the Islamic Religious 

Education (PAI) curriculum in the digital era. One of the main findings is the gap between the current 

PAI curriculum and the needs of students exposed to digital information. Although the PAI 

curriculum in some schools already includes the values of religious moderation, the integration of 

digital technology in the PAI learning process is still limited. This impacts the students' limited 

understanding of how to utilize technology to access religious information in line with the principles 

of Islamic moderation. According to research by Salsabila (2023), the digitalization of religious 

education can expand the scope of learning, but there needs to be control over the quality of the 

material to prevent the emergence of extreme religious understanding. The use of digital technology, 

such as mobile applications, educational videos, and e-learning platforms, has proven effective in 

increasing student engagement. Teachers can utilize various media to teach Islamic concepts in a 

more engaging and interactive manner. Research by Muvid (2021) emphasizes that technology-based 

learning enables students to more easily understand religious teachings in a contemporary context 

relevant to their daily lives. This research also highlights the importance of strengthening the value 

of moderation in the PAI curriculum. In the reconstructed curriculum, emphasis on attitudes of 

tolerance, appreciation of differences, and the ability to engage in dialogue with others becomes 

crucial aspects that need to be strengthened. Suryadi (2022) revealed that religious moderation 

education plays an important role in creating a peaceful and inclusive society, which should start 

from primary and secondary education. 

The reconstruction of the PAI curriculum proposed in this study focuses on the integration 

of technology and the values of religious moderation. This curriculum is designed to utilize digital 

technology that is already familiar to students, while still focusing on the formation of moderate 

character that is not influenced by the extreme narratives developing in the virtual world. According 

to Rahman (2022), the use of technology should be directed towards providing a correct and moderate 

understanding of religion, as well as introducing students to religious concepts that are appropriate 

to the broader social context. Although technology offers various advantages in PAI education, the 

biggest challenge is how to ensure that the technology used does not worsen students' understanding 

of religion. The use of social media, for example, can expose students to uncontrolled content that 

does not align with the principles of Islamic moderation. Therefore, technology-based learning must 
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be accompanied by clear guidelines on how to access and critically evaluate religious information. 

This is in line with Abdullah's (2021) findings, which suggest that schools should provide training 

for teachers to wisely utilize technology in religious education. The proposed curriculum model in 

this study includes three main elements: (1) The use of technology as a medium to deliver PAI 

material in an interactive manner, (2) The instillation of moderation values in every aspect of 

learning, and (3) An approach based on character development through projects and activities 

involving technology. This model is expected to help students not only understand religious 

teachings theoretically but also apply them in daily life in a moderate and adaptive manner to the 

changing times. This research shows that the reconstruction of the Islamic Religious Education 

curriculum in building moderate character among students in the digital era is highly necessary. The 

integration of technology into the PAI curriculum can enrich students' learning experiences, but it 

must be balanced with the reinforcement of moderation values to ensure a correct and tolerant 

understanding of Islamic teachings. 

4. CONCLUSION 

This research concludes that the reconstruction of the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

curriculum is essential to meet the demands of the times, particularly in building moderate character 

among students in the digital era. In this era, exposure to fast and diverse digital information can 

influence students' understanding and behavior, making it important to design an Islamic Religious 

Education (IRE) curriculum that not only teaches religious theory but also fosters moderate, tolerant, 

and inclusive mindsets. In the reconstruction of this curriculum, the utilization of digital technology 

becomes a key factor that not only facilitates the learning process but also opens up opportunities for 

more interactive learning based on real-life contexts. The appropriate use of digital media in PAI 

learning can enrich students' understanding of moderate Islamic teachings and instill national values 

in line with the principle of rahmatan lil 'alamin. In addition, this reconstructed curriculum is 

expected to address the challenges of globalization and polarization occurring in society. With the 

PAI curriculum based on religious moderation, students are expected to develop into individuals who 

not only understand religious teachings deeply but also are able to interact well in a pluralistic 

society. Through the proposed curriculum reconstruction model, this research makes an important 

contribution to creating a generation of young people who are not only religious but also moderate, 

critical thinkers, and adaptive to the changes of the times. This research also suggests that future PAI 

education policies should place greater emphasis on the integration of religious moderation values 

and the use of digital technology as tools to enrich students' learning experiences. 
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